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Autumn is, for many, the favourite season, a time to ponder and 

enjoy, as the heat softens into those mists of mellow fruitfulness; the 

leaves and late summer flowers glow with colour, and at sunset the 

Great Artist in the Sky signs off another day.

We plough the fields and scatter the good seed on the land;

But it is fed and watered by God’s almighty hand.

This much-loved Harvest Festival hymn expresses the cooperation 

between ourselves and the Creator. Farmers gratefully offer the first-

fruits of the harvest, while town-dwellers make their own contributions. 

For us, that offering will include a basketful of the Fruits of the Spirit, 

about which St Paul loved to write, which can be summarised as Love, 

Joy, Hope, and Peace—the harvest of our own lives.

But what a struggle it has been for the farmers, and all whose land 

has been devastated by drought, flood, fire, earthquake, and the 

abominable results of war and greed!  It doesn’t end there, and as we are 

all well aware, October and November will be critical for our political 

and everyday future. The duty of constant prayer is needed.

To make an end is to make a beginning. In this city of Cambridge, as 

one phase of education ends, we welcome many students for whom 



October marks the start of an exciting and challenging new beginning in 

life at university.

St Botolph is the patron saint of travellers, and this ancient church 

greeted pilgrims and visitors as they crossed the bridge to enter the city. 

This church follows the Book of Common Prayer, and uses the 

Authorised Version of the Bible. Eventually, the rhythms of both become 

part of our personal prayers as well as the public worship of the Church, 

engrained as they both are in the English language.

Soon enough, it will be the first day of November, the Feast of All 

Saints, when both the weather and the clocks will have changed—and, 

yes, we do want to be in that number, when the saints come marching in.

(Rev) Vivienne Lake

    (retired priest at St Botolph’s)

Looking ahead
Sunday 21st October - Welcome to St Botolph’s. We welcome to 
Cambridge and St Botolph’s all new students, postgraduates and 
families particularly as Bp Rowan Williams is with us once again as our 
Celebrant and Preacher at the 11am Sung Eucharist. The theme of the 
sermon will be “Learning and Wisdom”. Cava, cake and savouries will 
be served afterwards to encourage everyone to stay and chat.  

Friday 2nd November – Sung Eucharist for All Souls Day at 6pm. We 
commemorate the Faithful Departed on All Souls Day with a Sung 
Eucharist at 6pm. During the service, we pray by name for the repose of 
those known to us. A list will be available at the back of church for a few 
weeks beforehand for the adding of names. Please support this service 
with your presence and use this annual opportunity to remember before 
God those of our own loved ones whom we see no more for the present 
and greatly miss.  



Sunday 4th November – Sung Eucharist for All Saints Day at 11am. In 
our Prayer Book tradition, the practice is for each Sunday to be kept as a 
commemoration of the Day of Resurrection. The relatively new Revised 
Common Lectionary provides for (indeed encourages) a wider range of 
commemorations and this year we shall celebrate particularly all the 
Saints of God whose prayers, lives and examples are for us an 
inspiration. 
We welcome back Fr Peter Huckle SSJE as our preacher on that day. 

Heating St Botolph’s – the PCC at its July meeting voted to in initiate an 
application through the Church’s planning process for permission 
(called a Faculty) to install a Scheme for heating St Botolph’s that had 
been drawn up by an electrical consultant, supported by our architect. 
We have been advised that the body considering the Scheme, formally 
called the Diocesan Advisory Committee and known in church circles 
mostly by its acronym – the DAC, has recommended that a full 
application for the legal permission be made. This is very good news.
At its meeting on 19th September, the PCC approved an application to 
the chief legal officer of the Diocese, called the Chancellor, for the issue of 
an Interim Faculty, which is a fast track process to allowing the work to 
proceed at the earliest opportunity as the hope very much is to have the 
heating installed and operational by early January, if possible. In this 
respect, the PCC agreed that the electrical consultant should now 
prepare a detailed scheme of works, which will form the basis for a 
tender process for the work. The PCC also wished to obtain a quotation 
from Tobit Curteis in connection with monitoring and protecting of the 
paintwork of the ceiling and font cover from any rapid heating and 
condensation.

Director of Music—the PCC has agreed to engage a Director of Music 
for St Botolph’s to enhance our worship and grow our congregation. The 
person appointed will recruit and train a choir to sing at the 11am 
service each Sunday and in due course improve the musical life of the 
church further. Details of the role have been drawn up and will be 
circulated using our contacts and networks initially, prior to any formal 



advertising. It is hoped to be able to appoint to this new post in 
November.

Visiting Preachers and Choirs – we welcome and are grateful to a 
number of visiting preachers and choirs to support our worship over the 
coming months. A list is available on the notice board at the back of 
church. Stephen

Advent Fayre Don’t forget 1st December—please start thinking now of 
possible cakes, preserves, gifts, cards, etc., etc. to sell—and offers of help 
to set up and ‘man’ the stall. Thank you— K.H.

CALENDAR
TRINITY XIX   Harvest Thanksgiving  Sunday 7th October     

 8.00 a.m.   Holy Communion
11.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist; Epistle, Mrs. Irvine

Voluntary: Concerto in A minor, first movement (Vivaldi/Bach)
  Harvest Lunch after the service

      4.15 p.m.   Evensong

Wednesday 10th    Holy Communion 10.30 a.m.
 
TRINITY XX Sunday 14th October 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion

11.00 a.m. Mattins
1. Daniel  6.16-23, Mrs. Barker; 2. Luke 12.22-34, Mr Eastwood

Preacher: Mr Nick Pett, Lay Reader, Diocese of Ely
Voluntary: Choral Prelude on the Old 104th—C.H. Parry

12 noon Holy Communion
  4.15 p.m. Evensong

Wed. 17th S. Etheldreda, Abbess of Ely Holy Communion 10.30 a.m.

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY     Sunday 21st October
 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion

  11.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist (B.C.P.) 
Epistle, Job 28.12-28, Mrs. Durham; Gospel, St Luke 11.46-52



Preacher:  Bishop Rowan Williams, ‘Learning and Wisdom’
Voluntary: Prelude & Fugue in G—J.S. Bach

4.15  p.m. Evensong

Tuesday 23rd  Parochial Church Council  8.00 p.m.
Wednesday 24th   Holy Communion 10.30 a.m.

Summer Time ends before services on Sunday 28th
TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY      Sunday 28th  

  8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
11.00 a.m. Mattins

1. I Maccabees 2.49-69, Mr Barker; 2. Luke 12.35-end, Mr Hodson
Preacher: The Revd Dr Jonathan Holmes, Fellow of Queens’
Voluntary: ‘Coro’ from the Water Music—G.F. Handel.-**- 

12 noon Holy Communion
  4.15 p.m. Evensong

Wednesday 31st Holy Communion    10.30 a.m.
Friday 2nd All Souls 6.00 p.m. Sung Eucharist

Preacher: The Priest-in-charge

ALL SAINTS’ DAY (transferred)  Sunday 4th November
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion

         11.00 a.m. Procession & Sung Eucharist 
Epistle, Mrs. Irvine; Refreshments, Irvine

Preacher: Fr Peter Huckle S.S.J.E., Superior, Society of St John the 
Evangelist 4.15 p.m. Evensong

S. Botolph’s Cambridge Website: https://www.stbotolphcam.org
! @stbotolphcam  !  @stbotolphcam  !   @stbotolphcam
Priest-in-charge: The Reverend Stephen Anderson,  01223 843859, Mobile 
07889 003588, E-mail fr.stephen.anderson@gmail.com
Churchwardens:  Mrs. K. M. Horbury, 01223 363529; Mrs. S. Eastwood, 
01223 832161


