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NEWSLETTER FOR JULY 2018

From the Priest in Charge

Dear Friends,
The discussion about Bp Curry’s sermon at the wedding of Prince 

Harry and Megan, the Duke and Duchess of Sussex, has continued. In 
an online survey, about a quarter of the respondents, already 
churchgoers, replied that this style of preaching would make them more 
likely to attend church, whereas an opposite number of churchgoers said 
the reverse – it would put them off. That left about half the survey 
respondents as being largely indifferent to the style and content of the 
sermon - it hadn’t aroused their curiosity or moved them at all to find 
out more.

At the same time, there has been a vigorous discussion in the 
church press about the beneficial and deleterious effects of specially 
composed pew sheets by many churches each week to produce fluidity, 
variety, themes and context to church services, as compared to the 
structured, ordered, given liturgies to be found in the Church’s own 
service books – the Book of Prayer Book and Common Worship (albeit 
with a fair amount of variation permissible).

The search for that elusive formula that will transform attendance 
at church goes on. Ever since William James published his seminal book 
“The Varieties of Religious Experience” in the early years of the twentieth 
century and psychology developed as a discipline, it has become to be 
understood that the psychological make up and predispositions of the 
individual will govern how they receive worship and spirituality.

So, for some, it is the numinous that attracts, the sense of Divine 
power and majesty, of worshipping something greater than ourselves; 
whereas for others, it is the accessibility of a personal God, based on 
intimacy and knowing, that is the prime impulse.  



No one approach to spirituality can satisfy or appeal to everyone. 
But it is important that whenever people come to church that the 
experience is authentic to the Gospel message of worshipping a loving, 
creating, forgiving God through His Son, Jesus Christ, who calls us all 
by name into the embrace of His Kingdom, whoever we are, whatever 
we’ve done or not done, wherever we’ve been. 

In all the discussions about style, presentation and message, it is 
vital to hold in our hearts that we are loved completely by Our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, who gave Himself on the Cross for us that we may 
live in Him. I cannot think of any greater appeal than that.

Stephen.

Looking ahead
TV series “Grantchester”. The new series of the popular TV series, 
Grantchester, which features a priest who is also a part time amateur 
sleuth, is set in the 1950s and early 1960s and begins with an episode 
featuring a meeting taking place in a church. S. Botolph’s will be the 
location for the filming of the meeting. This is to take place over several 
days during the first week of July. I hope that we shall subsequently be 
provided with some production stills that can be posted to our website. 
But don’t look too hard as we have been paired up with S. Benet’s for 
the external shots.

Bishop Rowan Williams—15th July. We are delighted to welcome Bp 
Rowan back as our Celebrant and Preacher as part of his quarterly 
commitment to us. A thoughtful, lucid sermon can be assured by the 
previous Archbishop of Canterbury and current Master of Magdalene 
College!

Walsingham—21st July. I am again leading a day pilgrimage to the 
small village of Walsingham deep in the Norfolk countryside for a day 
of worship, prayer and spiritual nourishment in this mystical, historic 



place, with its ruined abbey and priory, the scene of pilgrimages by 
monarchs and ordinary people alike through the ages. We visit the 
Anglican shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham and its splendid grounds. 
We make time in our busy lives for God and find in this thin place, 
where the gap between heaven and earth seems narrow, refreshment, 
healing and peace. If you’d like to come, please have a word with me. A 
coach leaves central Cambridge at 9.00 a.m. and picks up en route, 
including the Milton Park and Ride. We are usually back a little before 
7.00 p.m. 

Mr Nick Pett—22nd July. We welcome Nick Pett LLM as our preacher. 
Nick is a Lay Reader in the Diocese of long standing. He is also Chair of 
Stapleford Parish Council, Shelford Rugby Club and is active at 
Magdalene College and other places across the City.  

Holy Matrimony—28th July. Please pray for Caroline King and David 
Scott as they prepare for their wedding, that their married life together 
may be happy and blessed.

Holy Baptism—29th July. I shall be delighted to baptise with water and 
the Holy Spirit, Freddie Sword and Jack Sword, into Christ’s holy 
Church, during the Sung Eucharist on Sunday 29th July. Please pray for 
them and their parents, Tamara and Harry, as they make this defining 
commitment for their children.                            Stephen

Concert in church: Friday 13th July, The Temple Ensemble, 7.30 p.m.

P.C.C. Thursday 19th July, 8.00 p.m. 

The next Visitors’ Day is Saturday 14th July. Help, please: especially 
contributions of food, and help with moving books and setting up the 
stall from 9.00 a.m. (and with clearing at 4.00 p.m.). Many thanks to all 
who contributed time, goods and energy on 16th June. We were very 
busy all day with visitors from all parts who seemed appreciative of 
everything—books, toys, the building, conversation and organ music.



Future Dates: Visitors’ Day 8th September; Harvest, 7th October; 
Advent Fayre, 1st December.

Contributions for the August Newsletter by 31st July, please. K.H.

CALENDAR
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 1st July  8.00 a.m. Holy Communion

11.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist
   Epistle, Mrs. Durham; Refreshments, Hunter
        Preacher: The Priest-in-Charge
Voluntary: Fantasia in G Major, BWV 572 (J.S. Bach)

4.15 p.m. Evensong

Wednesday 4th  Visitation of the B.V.M (trfd)   
Holy Communion 10.30 a.m. cancelled due to filming in church. 

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion in Little St Mary’s instead.

TRINITY VI Sunday 8th July 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
11.00 a.m. Mattins

1. Jeremiah 30.10-22, Mrs. Horbury; 2. Mark 7.1-23, Mr Jarvis
        Preacher: The Priest-in-Charge
Voluntary: Trumpet Tune & Ayres (Henry Purcell, arr. O.H. Peasgood)
12 noon Holy Communion 4.15 p.m. Evensong

Wednesday 11th Holy Communion 10.30 a.m.
Friday 13th Concert in church: The Temple Ensemble, 7.30 p.m.
Saturday 14th Visitors’ Day

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY Sunday 15th July
   8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
11.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist

Epistle, Mr Hodson; Preacher, Bishop Rowan Williams
  Voluntary: Praeludium in E Minor (D. Buxtehude)

  4.15 p.m. Evensong

Wednesday 18th  Holy Communion 10.30 a.m.
Thursday 19th P.C.C. 8.00 p.m.



TRINITY VIII   Sunday 22nd July    8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
11.00 a.m. Mattins 

1. Deuteronomy 30.1-10, Mr Jarvis; 2. Mark 9.30-end,  Mrs. Eastwood
  Preacher: Mr Nick Pett, Licensed Lay Minister (Lay Reader)
Voluntary: Postlude on Hanover (E. Thiman)

12 noon Holy Communion
  4.15 p.m. Evensong

Wednesday 25th  Holy Communion 10.30 a.m.
Saturday 28th  Wedding 3.00 p.m.

TRINITY IX Sunday 29th July  8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
11.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist and Holy Baptism (B.C.P.)

Epistle, Mr Hodson
    Preacher: The Priest-in-Charge
Voluntary: ‘Alla danza’, from the Water Music (G.F. Handel)

4.15 p.m. Evensong  

Wednesday 1st August Lammas Day  Holy Communion 10.30 a.m. 

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY Sunday 5th August
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
11.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist

Epistle, Mrs. Durham:  Refreshments, Durham
Voluntary: Marche triomphale on ‘Nun danket alle Gott’ (S. Karg-Elert)

S. Botolph’s Cambridge Website: https://www.stbotolphcam.org
! @stbotolphcam  !  @stbotolphcam  !   @stbotolphcam
Priest-in-charge: The Reverend Stephen Anderson,  01223 843859, Mobile 
07889 003588, E-mail fr.stephen.anderson@gmail.com
Churchwardens:  Mrs. K. M. Horbury, 01223 363529; Mrs. S. Eastwood, 
01223 832161


